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REGIONAL OPERATION MODES FOR
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to the field of
autonomous vehicles, and more particularly to modifying the
operation of autonomous vehicles based on geographic driv-
ing trends.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Autonomous vehicles are automobiles that have the ability
to operate and navigate without human input. Autonomous
vehicles use sensors, such as radar, LIDAR, global position-
ing systems, and computer vision to detect the vehicle’s sur-
roundings. Advanced computer control systems interpret the
sensory input information to identify appropriate navigation
paths, as well as obstacles and relevant signage. Some
autonomous vehicles update map information in real time to
remain aware of the vehicle’s location even if conditions
change or the vehicle enters an uncharted environment.
Autonomous vehicles increasingly communicate with
remote computer systems via wireless network connections
and with one another using dedicated short range communi-
cations (DSRC).

Driving habits vary by region. For example, acceptable
speeds in excess of the speed limit depend on the region and
driving conditions, or amount of space left between cars
traveling on a busy road. Many of these habits are learned
behaviors, and other drivers in the region expect those cars
around them to operate according to the regional standards.

SUMMARY

A computer receives data detailing operation of a plurality
of at least partially manually operated automobiles. The com-
puter determines one or more trends in the operation of the
plurality of at least partially manually operated automobiles,
based at least in part on the data detailing the operation of the
plurality of manually operated vehicles. The computer gen-
erates one or more operational rules, based, at least in part, on
the one or more trends. The computer transmits the one or
more operational rules to one or more at least semi-autono-
mous vehicles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an autono-
mous vehicle environment, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting operational steps of a
regional operating mode generator, operating on a server
computer within the autonomous vehicle environment of
FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates operational steps of an experimentation
and update module, operating on a server computer within the
autonomous vehicle environment of FIG. 1, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of components of the server
computer executing the regional operating mode generator
and the experimentation and update module, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention recognize that
regional driving habits pose a potential hazard to both drivers
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and passengers as the number of autonomous vehicles oper-
ating on roadways increases. Drivers in a particular region
expect those around them to abide by the regional driving
norms, and deviation from the expected behaviors can cause
unsafe conditions. For example, an autonomous vehicle that
does not merge as expected can cause other automobiles in
the immediate area to need to swerve or brake unexpectedly
in order to avoid a collision, which in turn can lead to more
unsafe behavior. As a result, embodiments of the present
invention recognize that autonomous vehicles with the ability
to adapt to regional driving preferences results in safer road-
ways for passengers in the autonomous vehicle and motorists
operating nearby vehicles.

The present invention will now be described in detail with
reference to the Figures. FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram
illustrating an autonomous vehicle environment (“environ-
ment”), generally designated 100, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. Environment 100
includes vehicles 120 and 140 and server computer 160, all
interconnected over network 110. Network 110 can be, for
example, a local area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN), such as the Internet, a dedicated short range commu-
nications network, or any combination thereof, and may
include wired, wireless, fiber optic, or any other connection
known in the art. In general, the communication network can
be any combination of connections and protocols that will
support communication between vehicle 120, vehicle 140,
and server computer 160, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.

Vehicles 120 and 140 are motorized vehicles operating
within a defined regional boundary. In various embodiments
of'the present invention, vehicles 120 and 140 can be autono-
mous, semi-autonomous, or manually operated, or a combi-
nation thereof. In one embodiment, vehicle 120 represents a
plurality of autonomous vehicles operating within a defined
regional boundary, and vehicle 140 represents a plurality of
manually operated vehicles operating within the same
regional boundary. In various embodiments, vehicles 120 and
140 include propulsion systems 122 and 142, control systems
124 and 144, user interfaces 126 and 146, onboard computer
systems 128 and 148, sensor systems 130 and 150, and com-
munications systems 132 and 152, respectively.

Propulsion systems 122 and 142 include components oper-
able to provide powered motion to vehicles 120 and 140,
respectively. In various embodiments, propulsion systems
122 and 142 can include an engine/motor, an energy source,
atransmission, and/or wheels/tires. The engine/motor can be
any combination of an internal combustion engine, an electric
motor, a steam engine, a Stirling engine, or other types of
engines/motors. In some embodiments, propulsion systems
122 and 142 can include multiple types of engines and/or
motors, such as, a gas-electric hybrid car. The energy source
can be, for example, gasoline, diesel, other petroleum-based
fuels, propane, other compressed gas-based fuels, ethanol,
solar panels, and/or batteries. In various embodiments, the
transmission can include a gearbox, clutch, differential, and
drive shafts.

Control systems 124 and 144 are collections of mechani-
cal, electro-mechanical, and electronic systems that can be
configured to control the operations of vehicles 120 and 140,
respectively. In various embodiments, control systems 124
and 144 can each include a steering unit, a throttle, a brake
unit, and/or a navigation system. In an embodiment, the steer-
ing unit can be a mechanism that can control the heading
and/or turning of the vehicle. In one embodiment, the throttle
can be configured to control the operating speed of the engine/
motor and, in turn, the speed of the vehicle. In some embodi-
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ments, the brake unit can include any combination of mecha-
nisms configured to decelerate the vehicle. The brake unit can
use, for example, friction to slow the rotation of the tires/
wheels. In some embodiments, the brake unit converts kinetic
energy of the wheels/tires into electrical current. In various
embodiments, the navigation system can be any system con-
figured to determine a driving path for the vehicle. In some
embodiments, the navigation system receives input informa-
tion from the GPS and camera systems included in sensor
systems 130 or 150 in order to generate the driving path for
the vehicle.

User interfaces 126 and 146 are mechanisms by which a
passenger in vehicles 120 and 140, respectively, can interact
with the vehicle. User interfaces 126 and 146 can include,
buttons, knobs, levers, pedals, paddles, and/or any other type
of user interface, such as a touchscreen display capable of
detecting the location and/or movement of auser’s finger. The
touchscreen can be, for example, a capacitive sensing screen,
a resistance sensing screen, or a surface acoustic wave sens-
ing screen.

Onboard computer systems 128 and 148 are computing
systems, including at least one computer processor, that are
capable of controlling one or more functions of vehicles 120
and 140, respectively, based on inputs received from one or
more of the systems included in the vehicle. For example, in
an embodiment, onboard computer system 128 can control
propulsion system 122 based on inputs received from sensor
system 130.

Sensor systems 130 and 150 include any number of sensors
configured to detect information about vehicles 120 and 140,
respectively, and their surrounding environment. In various
embodiments, sensor systems 130 and 150 can include a
global positioning system (GPS), an inertial measurement
unit (IMU), a RADAR unit, a LIDAR unit, and/or a camera.
The GPS can be any sensor configured to estimate a geo-
graphic location. The IMU can be any combination of sensors
configured to sense position and orientation changes in a
vehicle based on inertial acceleration. The RADAR unit can
be any system that uses radio signals to sense objects within
the local environment of a vehicle. In various embodiments,
the RADAR unit can also detect relative motion between the
vehicle and the vehicle’s surroundings. The LIDAR unit can
be any system configured to sense objects in the vehicle’s
environment using one or more lasers. The camera can
include one or more devices configured to capture a plurality
of'images of the environment of a vehicle. The camera can be
a still or a video camera and may record visible and/or infra-
red light.

Communications systems 132 and 152 can be any system
configured to communicate with one or more devices directly
or via network 110. In various embodiments, communica-
tions systems 132 and 152 can include a transmitter and a
receiver for sending and receiving electromagnetic waves,
respectively, such as an antenna.

Server computer 160 can be a desktop computer, a laptop
computer, a tablet computer, a specialized computer server, a
smartphone, or any other computer system known in the art.
In certain embodiments, server computer 160 represents a
computer system utilizing clustered computers and compo-
nents that act as a single pool of seamless resources when
accessed through network 110, as is common in data centers
and with cloud computing applications. In general, server
computer 160 is representative of any programmable elec-
tronic device or combination of programmable electronic
devices capable of executing machine-readable program
instructions and communicating with other computing
devices via anetwork. Exemplary components of server com-
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puter 160 are described in greater detail with regard to FIG. 4.
Server computer 160 includes storage 162, regional operating
mode generator 168, experimentation and update module
170, and emotion detection system 172. Storage 162 includes
regional laws file 164 and regional habits file 166.

Storage 162 is a computer readable storage device that
maintains information detailing regional traffic laws and
regional driving habits. In various embodiments, storage 162
can be a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random
access memory (RAM), aread-only memory (ROM), an eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), a static random access memory (SRAM), a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a floppy disk, a
mechanically encoded device, such as punch-cards or raised
structures in a groove having instructions recorded thereon,
and any suitable combination of the foregoing. A computer
readable storage medium, as used herein, is not to be con-
strued as being transitory signals per se, such as radio waves
or other freely propagating electromagnetic waves, electro-
magnetic waves propagating through a waveguide or other
transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing through a fiber-
optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted through a wire.

Regional laws file 164 is a collection of information
describing various traffic laws for one or more driving
regions. Regional laws file can include information on, for
example, state and local traffic laws, including speed limits,
passing rules, ability to turn at a red light, and yielding right
of' way. In one embodiment, regional laws file 164 includes a
database that comprises a set of regional laws and a set of
defined regions, wherein the database indicates which laws
apply in which regions, as in a two-dimensional table or array.
In one embodiment, server computer 160 may periodically
update regional laws file 164 via network 110.

Regional habits file 166 is a collection of information
describing various regional traffic habits that characterize
drivers in that region but are not explicitly detailed in regional
laws file 164. Regional habits file 166 can include, for
example, regional habits, such as how multi-way stop signs
are handled, regionally acceptable deviations from the speed
limit, passing etiquette, aggressiveness when merging, dis-
tance between cars, turn signal timing, use of turn signals,
stopping habits, accelerating habits, turning habits, response
to emergency vehicles, and customs relating to yielding right
of way. In general, regional habits file 166 can include any
information that describes how drivers in a region behave in
certain situations. In various embodiments, regional habits
file 166 can be a database that includes a set of regional
driving habits and a set of defined regions, wherein the data-
base indicates to which regions a particular driving habit
applies, as in atwo-dimensional table or array. In one embodi-
ment, server computer 160 may periodically update regional
habits file 166 via network 110.

Regional operating mode generator 168 is software resid-
ing on server computer 160 that instructs vehicle sensors,
such as sensor system 130 on vehicle 120, to collect data on
manually operated vehicles in a defined region, and synthe-
sizes the data with regional driving laws in order to generate
a regional operating mode for the defined region. Regional
operating mode generator 168 transmits the regional operat-
ing mode to autonomous vehicles, which can then be used in
combination with propulsion system 122, control system 124,
and onboard computer system 128 to control the behavior of
vehicle 120 so that vehicle 120 operates with substantially
similar behavior to manually operated vehicles in the region.
In various embodiments, a region can be any geographic area
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in which drivers exhibit similar driving habits. For example, a
region can be as large as several states or as small as a single
street or neighborhood.

Experimentation and update module 170 is software resid-
ing on server computer 160 that generates experimental
changes to a regional operating mode and transmits instruc-
tions to one or more autonomous vehicles, such as vehicle
120, and change the regional driving mode according to the
generated change. Experimentation and update module 170
collects data on the results of the generated experimental
changes and updates the regional operating mode according
to the results.

Emotion detection system 172 is an example system of
hardware and software components that collect data on the
results of generated experimental changes and transmits the
data to experimentation and update module 170 for analysis.
In an example embodiment, emotion detection system 172
includes one or more cameras that focus on the facial expres-
sions of an operator of a manually operated vehicle. In the
example embodiment, the camera captures images of the
operator’s facial expression and feeds the image to facial
analysis software included in emotion detection system 172
that analyzes the image to determine if the experimental
change in regional driving mode elicited a positive or negative
response from manually operated vehicle drivers. In other
embodiments, emotion detection system 172 can include one
or more microphones configured to detect the sounding of an
automobile horn.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart depicting operational steps of regional
operating mode generator 168, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

Regional operating mode generator 168 transmits instruc-
tions to collect data on manually operated vehicles in a
defined region (step 202). In an embodiment, regional oper-
ating mode 168 transmits instructions to onboard computing
system 128 via network 110 to observe manually operated
vehicles near vehicle 120 using one or more sensors included
in sensor system 130. For example, regional operating mode
generator 168 can instruct vehicle 120 to collect speed infor-
mation on manually operated vehicles in the region using
sensor system 130. Vehicle 120 can use an on board RADAR
or LIDAR system to determine the speed of manually oper-
ated vehicles near vehicle 120. In another embodiment,
vehicle 120 uses an onboard camera system to determine the
distance between manually operated vehicles. In another
embodiment, sensor system 130 works in conjunction with
control system 124 to collect data on manually operated
vehicles in the defined region. For example, a camera system
in sensor system 130 can determine that a manually operated
vehicle is merging into the same lane as vehicle 120 within a
determined distance which is below a threshold and then
apply the brakes in control system 124 above a certain thresh-
old. Based on this sequence of events, sensor system can
transmit the information to onboard computer system 128 for
integration with regional habits file 166. This example is
useful in determining the aggressiveness that drivers exhibit
when merging in the defined region. In some embodiments,
the regional operating mode generator 168 can send the
instructions to multiple autonomous vehicles operating in the
same region.

Regional operating mode generator 168 receives the col-
lected data and then generates and stores regional habits
based, at least in part, on the collected data (step 204). In
various embodiments, onboard computer system 128 trans-
mits the collected data to server computer 160 via network
110. In an embodiment, server computer 160 analyzes the
data to generate regional driving habits. The analysis used to
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6

create a regional driving habit can vary depending on the
driving habit being analyzed. For example, some habits, such
as speed and timing of turn signal usage, may include an
average of all of the data collected for that driving trend. Other
types of analysis can be more sophisticated, such as, taking
into account the type of vehicle being observed (make and
model), the registration of the vehicle (inside the defined
region or outside of it), and/or environmental factors (e.g.,
traffic density, weather factors, time or day, etc.). In various
embodiments, the regional habit created during the analysis
can be stored in a single database file such as regional laws file
164 in storage 162.

In an alternative embodiment, onboard computer system
128 can analyze raw data generated by observing manually
operated vehicles in order to generate a regional driving habit
(e.g., a mean or median value for a particular driving charac-
teristic). For example, onboard computer system 128 can
calculate the average speed over the posted speed limit at
which drivers in the region travel. Server computer 160 can
receive the driving habit value from vehicle 120 and incorpo-
rate one or more driving habits into a regional habits file, such
as regional habits file 166.

Regional operating mode generator 168 receives and stores
regional laws file 164 for the defined region (step 206). In
various embodiments, regional laws file 164 is a collection of
regional laws for the defined region. Regional laws file 164
can be generated based on state and local laws available on,
for example, the Internet. In some embodiments, regional
laws file 164 can be generated by state officials, local officials,
law enforcement officials, insurance agencies, or any other
entity capable of accessing the regional traffic laws and dis-
tilling them into a set of distinct rules for operating a vehicle
in the defined region. In some embodiments, vehicles 120 and
140 can supplement regional laws by, for example, recogniz-
ing traffic signs such as speed limit signs and associating the
speed limit with the specific location of the sign which can be
determined, for example, with a GPS device or camera.

Regional operating mode generator 168 assigns each
regional driving habit and each regional driving law for the
defined region a relative priority value (step 208). Priority
values indicate the relative importance of a regional driving
habit compared to other habits, as well as regional laws. In
some embodiments, each regional driving habit and each
regional law can be assigned a number, wherein the numbers
indicate the precedence of the habit or law to which it is
assigned. For example, habits and laws with a priority value
of one can indicate those habits and laws the disobedience of
which can create extremely unsafe driving conditions in the
region, or are nearly non-existent in the region. On the other
hand, a priority value of five can indicate those regional habits
and laws which are necessary for safety considerations or are
very prevalent in a region. For example, if a regional law
indicates a speed limit of sixty (60) miles per hour, but the
regional habit is to exceed the speed limit by five miles per
hour (i.e., drive 65 miles per hour), then the speed limit law
can receive a priority value of two (2), indicating relatively
low priority, while the regional habit of exceeding the speed
limit by five miles per hour can receive a priority value of five
(5), indicating the prevalence of the habit in the region. In
various embodiments, the determination of relative priority
values can be based on a number of factors including, but not
limited to, statistical factors (e.g., spread of the data and
standard deviation of the data) and external data (e.g., the
number of speeding tickets issued in a defined region for
exceeding the speed limit by a given amount).

Regional operating mode generator 168 generates a
regional operating mode based, at least in part, on the relative
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priority values of the regional driving habits and regional
driving laws (step 210). The regional operating mode is a
complete set of driving instructions which indicate how
vehicles 120 and 140 should operate in a defined region. In
various embodiments, the regional operating mode can
include a set of regional laws and regional habits that indicate
how autonomous vehicles operate in the defined region. In
some embodiments, the regional operating mode includes
instructions for the control of propulsion system 122 and
control system 124, based on inputs received from sensor
system 130. For example, if sensor system 130 determines
that the posted speed limit in the immediate area is 55 miles
per hour, the weather is fair, the road conditions are dry, and
that the regional operating mode indicates that, in order to
maintain a safe operating environment, automated vehicle
120 should exceed the posted speed limit by five miles per
hour in the defined region with good driving conditions, then
onboard computer system 128 instructs propulsion system to
accelerate to 60 miles per hour.

In various embodiments, the regional operating mode can
include a set of variables, wherein each variable represents a
driving characteristic that is numerically measurable using
the various sensors included in sensor system 130. Examples
of variables that can be included in the set are speed, turn
signal timing, distance between cars at various speeds, etc.
The numerical values associated with the variables can be
manipulated to alter the behavior of vehicle 120 in different
regions.

Regional operating mode generator 168 transmits the
regional operating mode to one or more autonomous vehicles
operating in or near the defined region (step 212). In various
embodiments, regional operating mode generator transmits
the regional operating mode to onboard computing systems
of one or more autonomous vehicles via network 110. In some
embodiments, the regional operating mode is stored in a local
memory on the autonomous vehicle, which may be included
in onboard computer system 128. In some embodiments,
transmission of the regional operating mode can be based on
the GPS coordinates of the autonomous vehicle. For example,
when an autonomous vehicle enters a certain radius around
the region (e.g., fifty miles), then the autonomous vehicle can
transmit a request for an updated set of regional operating
modes for nearby regions. Responsive to this request,
regional operating mode generator 168 can send the regional
operating mode for all regions that are at least partially within
fifty miles of the autonomous vehicle.

FIG. 3 illustrates operational steps of experimentation and
update module 170, operating on a server computer within the
environment of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. Experimentation and update module
170 enables server computer 160 to perform automated refin-
ing of the regional operating mode created by regional oper-
ating mode generator 168. Initially, server computer 160 cre-
ates a regional operating mode and transmits the regional
operating mode to one or more automated vehicles, for
example, by performing the steps of regional operating mode
generator 168, as described in FIG. 2.

Experimentation and update module 170 receives an
instruction to experiment with regional driving habits (step
302). Experimentation with the regional driving habits is a
mechanism to maintain up to date information on regional
driving habits, as well as to refine existing regional driving
habits by increasing the data pool from which the regional
operating mode is determined. The instruction to experiment
can be initiated by, for example, a passenger in an autono-
mous vehicle, an external computer system connected to
server computer 160 via network 110, or periodic initializa-
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tion of experimentation built into the functionality of experi-
mentation and update module 170. Experimentation and
update module 170 collects additional data in order to create
a more refined regional operating mode and to capture
changes in regional driving habits that occur over time. In
various embodiments, a passenger can input the instruction to
experiment to experimentation and update module 170 by
entering a command through user interface 126. Onboard
computer system 128 can then transmit the instruction to
server computer 160 via network 110. In other embodiments,
experimentation and update module 170 may include pro-
gram instructions to run at regular intervals of time and may,
therefore, initiate itself to experiment with regional driving
habits.

Experimentation and update module 170 transmits instruc-
tions to onboard computer system 128 to instruct vehicle 120
to deviate from regional driving habits, as described in the
regional operating mode (step 304). In an embodiment, the
instruction to deviate includes a specific habit with which to
experiment (e.g., speeding, merging, use of turn signal, etc.).
In various embodiments, the level or amount of deviation can
be included in order to both provide useful results and in order
to maintain the safety of passengers and drivers. For example,
the amount of deviation may be based on a statistical analysis,
such as standard deviation, or based on defined limits, such as,
not exceeding the speed limit by more than ten miles per hour
regardless of what the standard deviation is. In other embodi-
ments, where the number of possible behaviors is limited, the
experimental behavior may be selected from a list of possible
behaviors. For example, when encountering a red light at an
intersection where vehicle intends to make a right hand turn,
only two possible options exist: “turn right on red” and “wait
until the light is green before turning.” In this example, the
number of possible behaviors is limited and, therefore, no
additional statistical analysis is needed. Computing system
128 can choose the behavior that is the opposite of the previ-
ously determined regional habit for this particular situation.

Experimentation and update module 170 transmits instruc-
tions to collect results of the deviation (step 306). In various
embodiments, experimentation and update module 170 trans-
mits instructions to vehicle 120 via network 110 to collect
data on the reaction of the deviation and transmit the data
back to server computer 160. In various embodiments,
vehicle 120 can use any of the sensors included in sensor
system 130 to collect data that indicates the reaction of manu-
ally operated vehicles in the region to the deviation in behav-
ior. In an embodiment, vehicle 120 can use a RADAR or
LIDAR system to detect a manually operating vehicle brak-
ing sharply in response to the deviation. In another embodi-
ment, sensor system 130 can include a microphone that is
capable of detecting a car horn. In some embodiments, sensor
system 130 includes a camera that can take pictures of the
facial expression(s) of drivers of manually operated vehicles
for analysis by facial recognition software, such as emotion
detection system 172. In an embodiment, the manually oper-
ated vehicle includes a camera system and/or other physi-
ological detection systems, such as, heart rate monitors and
pressure sensors in the steering wheel to detect changes in
grip strength for detecting reactions to deviations. In this
embodiment, the manually operated vehicle, such as vehicle
140 connects to vehicle 120 and/or server computer 160, and
can transmit the result of local reaction tests for analysis by
experimentation and update module 170. In this embodiment,
vehicle 120 collects data from nearby vehicles in the region
regarding the effect of a particular deviation from the regional
operating mode on drivers of manually operated vehicles.
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Experimentation and update module 170 receives and ana-
lyzes the results of the deviation (step 308). Experimentation
and update module 170 performs an analysis of the data
received following the deviation from the regional operating
mode with the goal of determining if the deviation elicited
positive reactions from drivers of manually operated vehicles
and can be used to refine the regional operating mode to better
describe regional driving habits. In various embodiments,
analyzing the results of the data collected on a particular
deviation can include detecting whether a driver honked a
horn in response to the deviation, or whether a RADAR or
LIDAR unit detected a sharp braking, acceleration, or swerv-
ing action in a manually operated vehicle.

In an embodiment where vehicle 120 or the manually oper-
ated vehicle collected images of the driver’s and/or passen-
ger’s facial expressions, the images can undergo further
analysis in order to determine whether the reaction was posi-
tive or not. As one skilled in the art will recognize, various
mechanisms for analyzing facial expressions exist. In some
embodiments, emotion detection system 172 can be a pro-
gram designed to detect emotions based on facial expres-
sions. For example, emotion detection system 172 can ana-
lyze images of facial expressions to detect such emotions as
joy, fear, shock, surprise, and/or anger. In some embodiments,
certain emotions can be associated with different results of
the analysis of the deviation data. For example, emotions such
as surprise, anger, and fear may be considered negative reac-
tions while emotions such as joy can be considered positive
reactions.

Experimentation and update module 170 determines
whether the deviation resulted in better assimilation with
regional driving habits (decision block 310). In various
embodiments, experimentation and update module 170 deter-
mines that positive and/or neutral reactions from drivers in
response to a deviation indicates that the behavior in the
deviation is consistent with regional driving habits and may,
therefore, be included in the regional operating mode. On the
other hand, experimentation and update module 170 can
determine that negative reactions from drivers and extreme or
unexpected reactions in driving style of manually operated
vehicles indicate that the deviation was not consistent with
regional driving habits. If experimentation and update mod-
ule 170 determines that the deviation resulted in better assimi-
lation with regional driving habits (decision block 310, YES
branch), then experimentation and update module 170
updates regional habits file 166 and the regional operating
mode to include the deviation behavior in step 312. In one
embodiment, updating regional habits file 166 can include
replacing information detailing regional driving habit with
new information detailing the same or a different habit. In
another embodiment, updating regional habits file 166 can
comprise changing the priority value associated with an exist-
ing regional driving habit.

If experimentation and update program 170 determines
that the deviation did not result in better assimilation with
regional driving habits (decision block 310, NO branch), then
experimentation and update module 170 updates regional
habits file 166 and the regional operating mode to indicate
that the deviation is not in accordance with regional driving
habits in step 314. In an embodiment, indicating that the
deviation is not in accordance with regional driving habits can
include updating one or more priority values associated with
one or more regional driving habits included in regional hab-
its file 166. In some embodiments, experimentation and
update module 170 can also maintain a list of deviations that
have been attempted so that similar deviations do not repeat
more than once in a short period of time.

20

40

45

10

Experimentation and update module 170 transmits the
updated regional operating mode to one or more autonomous
vehicles operating in or near the defined region (step 316). In
various embodiments, experimentation can disseminate the
updated regional operating mode to one or more autonomous
vehicles operating in or around the defined region via network
110.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of components of server
computer 160, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment
of the present invention. It should be appreciated that FIG. 4
provides only an illustration of one implementation, and does
not imply any limitations with regard to the environments in
which different embodiments may be implemented. Many
modifications to the depicted environment may be made.

Server computer 160 includes communications fabric 402,
which provides communications between computer proces-
sor(s) 404, memory 406, persistent storage 408, communica-
tions unit 410, and input/output (I/0) interface(s) 412. Com-
munications fabric 402 can be implemented with any
architecture designed for passing data and/or control infor-
mation between processors (such as microprocessors, com-
munications and network processors, etc.), system memory,
peripheral devices, and any other hardware components
within a system. For example, communications fabric 402
can be implemented with one or more buses.

Memory 406 and persistent storage 408 are computer-
readable storage media. In this embodiment, memory 406
includes random access memory (RAM) 414 and cache
memory 416. In general, memory 406 can include any suit-
able volatile or non-volatile computer-readable storage
media.

Regional operating mode generator 168 and experimenta-
tion and update module 170 are stored in persistent storage
408 for execution by one or more of the respective computer
processors 404 via one or more memories of memory 406. In
this embodiment, persistent storage 408 includes a magnetic
hard disk drive. Alternatively, or in addition to a magnetic
hard disk drive, persistent storage 408 can include a solid state
hard drive, a semiconductor storage device, read-only
memory (ROM), erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM), flash memory, or any other computer-readable
storage media that is capable of storing program instructions
or digital information.

The media used by persistent storage 408 may also be
removable. For example, a removable hard drive may be used
for persistent storage 408. Other examples include optical and
magnetic disks, thumb drives, and smart cards that are
inserted into a drive for transfer onto another computer-read-
able storage medium that is also part of persistent storage 408.

Communications unit 410, in these examples, provides for
communications with other data processing systems or
devices, including resources of vehicles 120 and 140. In these
examples, communications unit 410 includes one or more
network interface cards. Communications unit 410 may pro-
vide communications through the use of either or both physi-
cal and wireless communications links. Regional operating
mode generator 168 and experimentation and update module
170 may be downloaded to persistent storage 408 through
communications unit 410.

1/O interface(s) 412 allows for input and output of data with
other devices that may be connected to server computer 160.
For example, 1/O interface 412 may provide a connection to
external devices 418 such as a keyboard, keypad, a touch
screen, and/or some other suitable input device. External
devices 418 can also include portable computer-readable
storage media such as, for example, thumb drives, portable
optical or magnetic disks, and memory cards. Software and
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data used to practice embodiments of the present invention,
e.g., regional operating mode generator 168 and experimen-
tation and update module 170, can be stored on such portable
computer-readable storage media and can be loaded onto
persistent storage 408 via I/O interface(s) 412. I/O inter-
face(s) 412 also connect to a display 420.

Display 420 provides a mechanism to display data to auser
and may be, for example, a computer monitor.

The programs described herein are identified based upon
the application for which they are implemented in a specific
embodiment of the invention. However, it should be appreci-
ated that any particular program nomenclature herein is used
merely for convenience, and thus the invention should not be
limited to use solely in any specific application identified
and/or implied by such nomenclature.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved. It
will also be noted that each block of the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems
that perform the specified functions or acts, or combinations
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions. The
present invention may be a system, a method, and/or a com-
puter program product. The computer program product may
include a computer readable storage medium (or media) hav-
ing computer readable program instructions thereon for caus-
ing a processor to carry out aspects of the present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an elec-
tronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an optical
storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a semicon-
ductor storage device, or any suitable combination of the
foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific examples of
the computer readable storage medium includes the follow-
ing: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random
access memory (RAM), aread-only memory (ROM), an eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), a static random access memory (SRAM), a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a floppy disk, a
mechanically encoded device such as punch-cards or raised
structures in a groove having instructions recorded thereon,
and any suitable combination of the foregoing. A computer
readable storage medium, as used herein, is not to be con-
strued as being transitory signals per se, such as radio waves
or other freely propagating electromagnetic waves, electro-
magnetic waves propagating through a waveguide or other
transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing through a fiber-
optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
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external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network (LAN), a wide
area network (WAN), and/or a wireless network. The network
may comprise copper transmission cables, optical transmis-
sion fibers, wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches,
gateway computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter
card or network interface in each computing/processing
device receives computer readable program instructions from
the network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler instruc-
tions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or either
source code or object code written in any combination of one
or more programming languages, including an object ori-
ented programming language such as, Smalltalk, C++ or the
like, and conventional procedural programming languages,
such as the “C” programming language or similar program-
ming languages. The computer readable program instructions
may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the
user’s computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on
the user’s computer and partly on a remote computer, or
entirely on the remote computer or server. In the latter sce-
nario, the remote computer may be connected to the user’s
computer through any type of network, including a local area
network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for example,
through the Internet using an Internet Service Provider). In
some embodiments, electronic circuitry including, for
example, programmable logic circuitry, field-programmable
gate arrays (FPGA), or programmable logic arrays (PLA)
may execute the computer readable program instructions by
utilizing state information of the computer readable program
instructions to personalize the electronic circuitry, in order to
perform aspects of the present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be pro-
vided to a processor of a general purpose computer, special
purpose computer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks. These computer read-
able program instructions may also be stored in a computer
readable storage medium that can direct a computer, a pro-
grammable data processing apparatus, and/or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the computer read-
able storage medium having instructions stored therein com-
prises an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement aspects of the function/act specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data processing
apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer implemented
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process, such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter, other programmable apparatus, or other device imple-
ment the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por-
tion of instructions, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). In some alternative implementations, the func-
tions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted in the
figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession may, in
fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending
upon the functionality involved. It will also be noted that each
block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and
combinations of blocks in the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose
hardware-based systems that perform the specified functions
or acts or carry out combinations of special purpose hardware
and computer instructions.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

by program instructions on a computing device,

receiving data detailing operation of a plurality of at least
partially manually operated automobiles;

determining one or more trends in the operation of the
plurality of at least partially manually operated automo-
biles, based at least in part on the data detailing the
operation of the plurality of manually operated vehicles;

generating one or more operational rules that are valid for
a first geographic area, based, at least in part, on the one
or more trends; and

transmitting the one or more operational rules to one or
more at least semi-autonomous vehicles.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

transmitting a first set of information to the one or more at

least semi-autonomous vehicles, wherein the first set of

information instructs the one or more semi-autonomous
vehicles to deviate from at least one of the one or more
operational rules;

receiving data detailing one or more reactions of one or
more operators of a second plurality of at least partially
manually operated vehicles operating within the first
geographic area; and

updating at least one of the one or more operational rules,
based at least in part on the data detailing the one or more
reactions.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein collecting data detailing

one or more reactions comprises:

detecting one or more images of a facial expression; and

analyzing the one or more images of the facial expression
to determine an operator response, wherein the analysis
comprises performing facial expression recognition to
determine a sentiment associated with the operator
response.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the sentiment associated
with the operator response is positive, updating the one
or more operational rules to reflect the positive operator
response to the deviation from the at least one of the one
or more operational rules.
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5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the sentiment associated
with the operator response is neutral, updating, by one or
more computer processors, the one or more operational
rules to reflect the neutral operator response to the devia-
tion from the at least one of the one or more operational
rules as if the operator response was positive.

6. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the driver response is nega-

tive, updating the one or more operational rules to reflect
the negative operator response to the deviation from the
at least one of the one or more operational rules.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein determining that the
driver response is negative includes determining the senti-
ment associated with the operator response includes at least
one of fear, shock, surprise, and anger.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the one or
more operational rules comprises:

assigning a first set of one or more priority values to the one

or more trends;

assigning a second set of one or more priority values to one

or more traffic laws; and

determining the one or more operational rules, based at

least in part on the first set of one or more priority values
and the second set of one or more priority values.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

updating the first set of one or more priority values based at

least in part on determining that a sentiment associated
with an operator response is positive.

10. A computer program product comprising:

one or more computer-readable storage media and pro-

gram instructions stored on the one or more computer-
readable storage media, wherein the one or more com-
puter-readable storage media is not a signal, the program
instructions comprising:

program instructions to receive data detailing operation of

a plurality of at least partially manually operated auto-
mobiles;

program instructions to determine one or more trends in the

operation of the plurality of at least partially manually
operated automobiles, based at least in part on the data
detailing the operation of the plurality of manually oper-
ated vehicles;

program instructions to generate one or more operational

rules that are valid for a first geographic area, based, at
least in part, on the one or more trends; and

program instructions to transmit the one or more opera-

tional rules to one or more at least semi-autonomous
vehicles.

11. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the program instructions further comprise:

program instructions to transmit a first set of information to

the one or more at least semi-autonomous vehicles,
wherein the first set of information instructs the one or
more semi-autonomous vehicles to deviate from at least
one of the one or more operational rules;

program instructions to receive data detailing one or more

reactions of one or more operators of a second plurality
of at least partially manually operated vehicles operating
within the first geographic area; and

program instructions to update at least one of the one or

more operational rules, based at least in part on the data
detailing the one or more reactions.

12. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the program instructions to collect data detailing one or more
reactions comprises:
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program instructions to detect one or more images of a

facial expression; and

program instructions to analyze the one or more images of

the facial expression to determine an operator response,
wherein the analysis comprises performing facial
expression recognition to determine a sentiment associ-
ated with the operator response.

13. The computer program product of claim 12, wherein
the program instructions further comprise:

responsive to determining that the sentiment associated

with the operator response is positive, program instruc-
tions to update the one or more operational rules to
reflect the positive operator response to the deviation
from the atleast one of the one or more operational rules.

14. The computer program product of claim 12, wherein
the program instructions further comprise:

responsive to determining that the driver response is nega-

tive, program instructions to update the one or more
operational rules to reflect the negative operator
response to the deviation from the at least one of the one
or more operational rules.

15. The computer program product of claim 12, wherein
the program instructions to generate the one or more opera-
tional rules comprises:

program instructions to assign a first set of one or more

priority values to the one or more trends;
program instructions to assign a second set of one or more
priority values to one or more traffic laws; and

program instructions to determine the one or more opera-
tional rules, based at least in part on the first set of one or
more priority values and the second set of one or more
priority values.

16. A computer system comprising:

one or more computer processors;

one or more computer-readable storage media, wherein the

one or more computer-readable storage media is not a
signal;
program instructions stored on the computer-readable stor-
age media for execution by at least one of the one or
more processors, the program instructions comprising:

program instructions to receive data detailing operation of
a plurality of at least partially manually operated auto-
mobiles;

program instructions to determine one or more trends in the

operation of the plurality of at least partially manually
operated automobiles, based at least in part on the data
detailing the operation of the plurality of manually oper-
ated vehicles;
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program instructions to generate one or more operational
rules that are valid for a first geographic area, based, at
least in part, on the one or more trends; and

program instructions to transmit the one or more opera-
tional rules to one or more at least semi-autonomous
vehicles.

17. The computer system of claim 16, wherein the program
instructions further comprise:

program instructions to transmit a first set of information to

the one or more at least semi-autonomous vehicles,
wherein the first set of information instructs the one or
more semi-autonomous vehicles to deviate from at least
one of the one or more operational rules;

program instructions to receive data detailing one or more

reactions of one or more operators of a second plurality
of at least partially manually operated vehicles operating
within the first geographic area; and

program instructions to update at least one of the one or

more operational rules, based at least in part on the data
detailing the one or more reactions.

18. The computer system of claim 17, wherein the program
instructions to collect data detailing one or more reactions
comprises:

program instructions to detect one or more images of a

facial expression; and

program instructions to analyze the one or more images of

the facial expression to determine an operator response,
wherein the analysis comprises performing facial
expression recognition to determine a sentiment associ-
ated with the operator response.

19. The computer program product of claim 18, wherein
the program instructions further comprise:

responsive to determining that the sentiment associated
with the operator response is positive, program instruc-
tions to update the one or more operational rules to
reflect the positive operator response to the deviation
from the atleast one of the one or more operational rules.

20. The computer program product of claim 18, wherein
the program instructions further comprise:

responsive to determining that the driver response is nega-
tive, program instructions to update the one or more
operational rules to reflect the negative operator
response to the deviation from the at least one of the one
or more operational rules.
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